9467 Self Assessment Worksheet- Shelley Mallory
Directions:
1. Briefly describe the learning situation you are reflecting on.

2. Rate yourself on each of the five characteristics of meaningful learning in terms of how your teaching supports this characteristic. 

3. In the right-hand column, provide a brief, detailed example to illustrate why this rating is appropriate. 

4. Respond to the Summary and Reflection questions at the end of the worksheet.

Learning Situation:

In this learning situation I am tying to help my students learn about the United States economy. We read about the four factors of production, supply and demand, and how our economy compares to those around the world. We read the lesson and stop after each section in the lesson to discuss the topics and try to come up with examples of the four factors of production and supply and demand. 
	Characteristics of Meaningful Learning
	Rating 

(1=low; 5= high)
	Example

	Active Learning


	
1    2    3    4    5
	My students help me create a model of the four factors of production and supply and demand on the board. They discuss in small groups and then we discuss as a class.  

	Constructive Learning


	
1    2    3    4    5
	My students and I discuss the economy of our country (market economy) and those of other countries (command and traditional economies). We then look back and discuss how our lives would be different if we had a different type of economy.

	Intentional Learning


	
1    2    3    4    5
	At the beginning of each lesson in our Social Studies textbook, there is a section that describes what we will be learning in that lesson. I use this section to discuss what my students already know about our topic for the day and help them see what they will know by the end of the lesson. 

	Authentic Learning


	
1    2    3    4    5
	After reading the section on supply and demand I discuss with my students examples of supply and demand. A book I want to buy right now is a part of a very popular series, so the price of the book when it comes out is higher than what it will be six months down the road when everyone has purchased their book and read it. 

	Cooperative Learning


	1    2    3    4    5
	After we read each section in this lesson, I have my students discuss what they have learned and specific examples (examples of supply and demand) of what we have discussed. We then discuss them as a class. 


Summary and Reflection Questions:

Which one dimension of meaningful learning do you believe is the strongest in the situation you selected? Why? (one paragraph)

I think that the Authentic Learning dimension is my strongest area in this lesson. In this lesson we are discussing the United States economy. In discussing the economy my students are learning what they will be using when they leave school, since the basics like the four factors of production and supply and demand will not have changed by the time they get out of school. 
Which one dimension of meaningful learning do you believe is the weakest in the situation you selected? Why? (one paragraph)

I think that the Active Learning dimension is my weakest area in this lesson. Since my students are reading about concepts and then discussing them they are not really getting a lot of hands on opportunities in this particular lesson. They are getting to create examples of each situation, but I don’t think in the way they are creating them the examples are very hands on. 
Which technologies could be used to enhance learning in the situation you selected? How? Why? (two paragraphs)

I think that using the internet and concept map software would help with making the lessons more concrete and hands on. I would have my students research on the internet about the world’s economies and how a certain economy would affect the lives of the citizens in a country. I also think I could use the internet to have my students find information on the factors of production on specific products.
The concept map software would be very beneficial in helping my students understand and remember the four factors of production better. After researching each factor my students would use this technology to create their own map of the four factors of production similar to one that is in our book. I would also use the concept map software to help my students understand and create their own examples of supply and demand after reading about them.
