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Overview-

At the beginning of our school year, a Social Studies unit I teach my sixth graders has the students focus on the Economy of the United States. One of the concepts in this unit is the four factors of production, which are entrepreneur, natural resources, labor resources, and capital resources. In the last few years of teaching this unit I noticed my students struggle to understand these factors, even with an example in the textbook (see the attached chart below). The following activity will have my students use technology to create a map/chart using the four factors of production of a product and give an example of each factor like the example from our textbook. This activity will help my students have a concrete memory of each factor and an example. 
Analysis – 
To begin the activity I will ask the students in Writing, the day after reading the lesson on the four factors of production, the following questions:

1. What are the four factors of production?

2. What is the role of the entrepreneur?

3. What is a natural, labor, and capital resource? 

4. What is an example of each resource? 

The questions will be asked in a whole group setting to help me gage who does remember the answers and so those who don’t remember the answers can be reminded. The students should all be able to answer questions three and four, telling what a natural, labor, and capital resource are and give an example of each, since this should be review from previous grades. From our reading the previous day they should be able to recognize what the four factors of production are and identify what an entrepreneur is. By the end of the activity each student should be able to answer all four questions. This activity is based off of the Missouri state required knowledge of economics, specifically reviewing what natural, labor, and capital resources are and how they are affected by supply and demand (SS6 5E). It will also review the basics of researching a topic based on the Common Core State Standards (CCSS 6W7). This activity should not take more than three class periods, but more time can be allotted if need be. 

Design and Development
 After the students supply the answers to the above questions, the whole class will brainstorm a list of products that they purchase on a regular basis. The students will then be divided up into small groups of three or four students, depending on the size of the class, and select a product that they purchase. Each group will then discuss the four factors of production that are needed to create this product. The students may need to use the internet to research what natural, labor, or capital resources are needed to manufacture this product. Once the students are finished with their list they will create a chart (similar to one in our textbook, see chart below) that labels each factor and have their examples listed. The chart will be created on a program similar to Inspiration software. Once the groups have finished creating the chart, each group will get up and present their chart to the class. Each student will be responsible for sharing at least one part of their chart. The assessment of each groups project will be based on how well they identified the factors of production for their product and how in depth their examples are. 
This activity will help the visual and auditory learners to remember the factors of production when they may not have been able to just by reading the information from a text. The activity being done in groups will help the students who may not understand the concept learn from others who already do, as well as support a cooperative learning atmosphere. The technology used in this activity will help the students research products that they may not know the resources of, as well as reviewing how to research a topic for later research projects. I believe that the technological use in this activity will help my students remember the activity and the four factors of production better than if they just had to complete the assignment on paper. 

Implementation 
This activity would be done in my classroom with laptop computers for the students. Modifications that I can see would be allowing the students more time if the research of their product was not producing the answers that they need and had to start over, as well as if the internet server went down, which happens from time to time. Another requirement that would need to be added would be the information they have written or printed off or any other important items of the project would need to be left in my classroom to remove the problem of the student who has all the information being absent and the rest of the group not being able to work. As much as I like having students work in small groups there is always the risk of one or more students sitting back and letting one or two students do all the work. In order to avoid this problem I will be walking around while the students are discussing, researching, and creating their map/chart to make sure that all students are in fact involved with this learning activity.

Evaluation 

The evaluation of student understanding would be based off of several things. One will be their completion of the group activity. They will be evaluated as a group on how well they knew their products factors of production and in small part how well they worked as a group (see rubric below). I will grade each student individually, so the entire group will not be punished for one or two students lack of participation. After the activity is completed, each class will review the factors with several products both as a class and on an individual level. At the end of the Social Studies Unit the students will have to demonstrate their understanding of the four factors of production on the Unit Test. The test may require the students to recreate the factors of production chart using either given factors or filling in factors for a product that one of the groups created in class. As a more long term assessment of the students learning, I will have my students look at each of the ancient civilizations that we study and have them identify the factors of production for a product that each civilization would have had. 
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	Did the groups’ chart have a title?
	
	The chart had a title that included the product name
	The chart had a title but did not include the product name
	The chart did not have a title

	Did the groups’ chart have the four factors labeled correctly?
	The chart had all four factors correctly labeled
	The chart had three factors labeled correctly
	The chart had one or two factors labeled correctly
	The chart had no factors labeled correctly

	Did the groups’ chart give accurate and adequate examples of each factor?
	The chart gave good examples of each factor
	The chart gave a few examples but did not include important examples
	The chart could have given better examples or did not include examples for some factor
	The chart gave few or no examples for any factor

	Did all group members participate?
	
	All group members participated
	Some members did not help with the activity or presentation
	There was not enough collaboration
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Music CD   Mj

Entrepreneur   Mj

Owner of recording    Mj

studio and factory   Mj

Labor Resources   Mj

musicians, sound    Mj

technician, producer,    Mj

factory manager, factory    Mj

workers   Mj

Natural Resources   Mj

silicon, aluminum, oil,    Mj

natural gas, acrylic,    Mj

gold, dyes, water,    Mj

glass, silver, and    Mj

nickel   Mj

 Capital Resources   Mj

Recording equipment,    Mj

studio, factory, and    Mj

manufacturing    Mj

equipment   Mj


