Group Website: 
https://sites.google.com/site/usingshelfariintheclassroom/
Group Google Document:

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_JnUBvDKwcSOtBqhPEr1Eg_cNXgC7G648fTCHzXQtOs/edit
Team 3 Members-

Hannah Katz-Urvan

Theresa Schill

Laurie Pitock

Tommy Hopper

Purpose of Work

The purpose of our website was to show how to use Shelfari in a classroom. Shelfari is an online website that allows users to review books and have group discussions about the books. Teachers can create a class page for students to add reviewed books to and create discussion boards for students to chat about the books. We also displayed how Google Documents and Google Sites can be used as a collaborative learning space. 
My Role and Collaborative Process:

In this project my role in the beginning was to discuss with my fellow group members to select a medium for our collaboration and Web 2.0 tool. We started out discussing on our Team 3 Discussion Board. We had several threads and discussions created until we decided to use Google Apps, specifically Google Docs and Sites, as our collaborative piece. One group member created a contract for us all to sign and use to assign responsibilities. Another member had suggested responsibilities on one thread, and I copied them to our contract so everyone could start working on what aspects of our project they wanted to work on. After we all started signing up for our responsibilities, I set up the homepage of our website so we could begin creating pages with our respective information. While we were on Google Documents we began chatting on the document chat feature when more than one person was online at a time, as well as creating comments on the document that we used when there was only one person viewing the document. These two features are a great for when a group cannot physically come together and work on a project. 

After the first webpage was created we all worked on our own parts that we signed up to help with. The areas I helped with were adding online resources for the Jr. High and High School sections to our Interactive Science Page, adding non-fiction rock cycle books to our group Shelfari page and Books For Students page for Jr. High and High School age level. Putting together our website was very easy to do. Once everyone had the “owner” permission for editing the page every person could add a page to the website or edit an existing webpage using the tools at the top of the page. I think that both the Google Docs and Sites would be very easy for students to use collaboratively or on their own. Students could research a topic such as a scientist’s contribution to their field and put their findings on a Google Document. Then other students in their group could add their own findings as well as comments to encourage and create other ideas on what else they should research. Then they could take all of their research and create a Google Site with pages based on their findings and documentation.  Students could also use these applications to work individually at school and at home. A student would just need to have the access to the internet and they can begin working on their project anywhere. 

The way our group communicated through the discussion board, comments and chat on Google were a very effective way for us to communicate. We all were able to voice our ideas, thoughts, and concerns easily and come up with solutions relatively quickly. The only real problem I think our group ran into was that it was very challenging to get five people’s schedules to align long enough to work on the project at the same time. Very rarely were we all able to be online and discussing our thoughts at the same time. This made for some slow progress while we waited for others to have the time to log on. That was really the only problem I saw, and all of my fellow group members logged on at least one time, if not multiple times a day so the wait time was not really as long as it could have been. 

