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Technology has always held a great fascination for me.  That is probably the reason I became a business teacher and then later became a technology director.  There are so many things you can do with technology, that wasn’t even imaginable a few years ago.  The main concept I gained from this course is that it isn’t enough just to use technology because it is what others are doing or trying to keep up with the new advancements in technology by buying every new gadget that comes out.  It must add value to the learning activity. Technology, when properly integrated in the curriculum, can enhance student knowledge.  This course has shown me the importance of using technology to gain a better understanding of a concept.  In the past I believed technology was to be used to make the project easier to complete.   This course has helped me understand its importance in the knowledge process, as well as, its value for making activities easier to complete.  Educational technology is more than just the use of computers in a classroom.  This course has deepened my understanding of the integration of technology and developed a desire for me to use technology to add value to learning activities.    
The ADDIE model of instructional design was a valuable example on the organization of a lesson plan.  Analysis of your learners is a vital component to any lesson plan.  Teachers need to have a complete understanding of what their students already know and then compare it to what they want them to learn.  The outcome of the analysis results in a deeper understanding on how to cover the concepts the students don’t know anything about.  During the design and development phase, the instructor must not only determine the learning objectives, but also the resources to be used.  Learning strategies need to be developed and a complete understanding of which learning theory will be used is important during this phase.  Also, during this part of the model it is essential to determine the structure and sequence of the activity.  This phase concludes with the determination of the kind of assessment to be used to determine what the student is learning.  There are many different ways to assess activities and it is vital to choose one that provides valuable insight into the students’ understanding.  The last two steps in the ADDIE model are implementation and evaluation.  During the implementation phase the focus needs to be on how to implement the activity and determine any events that might occur that would require an adjustment to the plan to be able to complete it.  For example if your learning activity included the use of Internet resources to complete what plans would you need in case the Internet wasn’t working that day.  The last part of the model is the evaluation phase.  Not only is it important to determine ways to evaluate your students it is imperative to evaluate the learning activity.  Evaluation of the learning activity can provide significant information for planning for the future.
The Concept Map we completed during this class was very helpful.  I developed a deeper understanding of concept maps and determined the many uses of them.  It was exciting to see how the concepts were related and then interrelated with other concepts.  Also, using Inspiration software was useful in helping to lay out the concept map.  This software allowed you to brainstorm concepts in nodes and then arrange/rearrange them to fit the idea you were working with.  I had never used concept maps for topics only for tracking network cabling, so I definitely showed growth in this area.
The journal article my learning group discussed certainly opened my eyes to the future of teaching students that are already technology literate.  It made me realize the importance of keeping abreast of technological advances and how they might relate to my learning activities.  The article also discussed the benefits of cooperative learning, not only for students, but for teachers as well.  As I reflect upon our discussions I can see where teacher collaboration is a valuable resource for keeping current in technology integration.  I plan on working more with my fellow teachers to tap into their knowledge to help foster a better learning environment for our students.  I also plan on attending workshops that combine curriculum and technology.  These workshops could provide a valuable resource when it comes to planning a learning activity. 
I really enjoyed this course and the way it was structured.  Although we covered a lot of material, I never felt rushed to just complete the projects without a complete understanding of the material.  I liked the discussion board, especially after you broke us into groups, because you could read others views and insights.
